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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

VILLAGE OF SOMERSET 

September 12, 2019  

Chair Palmer called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. at the Somerset Village Hall located at 110 

Spring Street. Present: Bartt Palmer, Kelsey Parnell, James Chandler and Robert Gunther  

Also present: Chuck Schwartz, MSA  
 

Minutes 

Committee reviewed the August 8th minutes. Motion by Parnell, second by Palmer to approve 

the August 8th minutes and motion carried.  
 

Public Comment 

Palmer advised those in attendance that discussion on the Village Park Plan would be allowed 

during that agenda item and asked if there was discussion on any other agenda items. There was 

no public comment.   
 

James Chandler arrived at 5:35.  
 

Project Updates 

Chuck Schwartz reviewed the project updates with the committee.  

Well and Wellhouse #5: Construction should be starting next week.  

Main Street Bridge Inspection Project: The routine and fracture critical inspection is scheduled 

for September 26th. Inspections are scheduled routinely.   

Arnold Street Drainage and Centrate Lift Station: This project is substantially complete. 

Restoration work remains.  

New Growth Sanitary Sewer and Water Plan: MSA continues work on the plan. 

Library Building – Demolition: A preconstruction meeting was held today. The completion of 

the demolition will be delayed due to contracting delays related to property transfer. Bob 

Gunther advised that asbestos removal will occur the last week in September. Tearing down the 

buildings will start in October. It will take a couple of weeks. They hope to finish mid-October. 

Chair Palmer clarified for those in attendance the buildings to be torn down are the former Ben’s 

and Archie’s bars. 
 

River Hills Second addition - Curb installation should occur next week. 

Whispering Pines North Third addition – Sanitary sewer is complete 

Pine Cliff Development – A developer’s agreement is in place and the road connection should be 

made yet this year. 

    

Five Year Plan: Bob Gunther requested committee members review the five year plan so that 

next month the committee can look at priorities. 
  
New Business 

Village Park Concept Plan – Discussion: future use, plans and/or changes to plan:  

Chair Palmer thanked those attending the meeting. He stated he wanted to clear up some 

misconceptions about the plans for the Village Park. The main reason for a formal concept plan 

is for use by the village in applying for state grants, federal grants and other funding sources.  

The Village wanted a concept plan with steps and phases to reduce the cost to taxpayers. It is a 

misconception that the concept plan has already been voted on and approved. It has not. This is 
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only a conceptual plan that can be revised and updated as needed. Another misconception is that 

the Village Board made this decision without public input and within a very short time frame. In 

actuality in March of 2017 a community group called “Bridging Somerset” was formed by the 

Chamber of Commerce. It was made up of members from the Village Board, Township Board, 

School Board, Chamber of Commerce, Somerset Community Foundation, local business 

members and community members to do a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and 

Threats) analysis for Somerset. In August of 2017 the Somerset Community Foundation formed 

“Rivers and Roads”. This committee hosted over 20 listening sessions which interviewed 520 

Somerset community members. The village reviewed the results and found one of the top five 

things people wanted was, “Green Spaces Parks and Trails”. This led to the Village creating a 

park concept plan. Palmer further advised that this is only a concept plan and welcomed 

contributions to the plan. The Public Works Committee will schedule meetings to hear input on 

the park plan. Palmer will not attend if he is recalled.   
 

Palmer asked for questions or comments from those in attendance. 
 

Kym Dunleap asked for further details on the process including public meetings and surveys. 

Palmer advised that there were online surveys. Chuck Schwartz advised that meetings were held 

in October, November and December. Parnell emphasized that this was a concept plan not a 

voted on approved plan. 
 

Chuck Schwartz advised that the plan reflected the input received and was a phased plan with no 

timeline. The ballfields will not be removed until a replacement is determined. The state has a 

new program with applications due in September. This plan will help with the application 

process for that program. The grants are 90% of the cost paid by the state and 10% local 

contribution.  The emphasis has been on economic development. The plan will help the 

downtown area. 
 

Elizabeth Foster questioned if the monetary benefit was determined. Schwartz advised that the 

plan did not assess economic benefit. There are many examples in the state of how parks and 

trails benefit communities and have an impact on economic development.  Foster further 

questioned if a fee would be charged for park use. There will be no fee.    
 

Gunther advised that there would be no increase in taxes due to park costs. They want 

sustainability in the parks therefore a municipal pool was not chosen to be included.    
 

Schwartz advised that the plan is not a final design but can be used to pursue opportunities as 

they arise, for example trail grants. 
 

Mitchell Foster questioned the operating costs of the park and plans for revenue. Gunther 

advised that the basic operating budget would include water and electrical expenses. The current 

park operating budget is approximately $107,000. The park would remain natural and not need a 

lot of initial expenses. 
 

Gunther advised that the bypass has been an obstacle to drawing people into the village. The 

park, tearing the buildings down and library expansion will attract people.  
 

Ray Smith questioned if the plan calls for bulldozing the area. Schwartz advised that there will 

be limited staged grading. Some areas would not be graded. Smith questioned if run-off would 
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be managed. All DNR requirements will be followed. There is currently a detention pond which 

will be enlarged and improved. Smith questioned if snowmobiles and ATVs will be allowed. 

Snowmobiles will be allowed. Smith advised that he did not like that the ball parks will be gone. 

They are frequently used and bring people to town.  
 

Parnell stated the building demolition and library expansion will improve downtown and bring 

people into town. Having the park concept plan will draw in families as a place to raise children.  

It was questioned if taxpayer dollars should be used to clean up downtown first. Gunther advised 

they are happening concurrently.  
 

Parnell stated a plan is needed for applying for park and trail grants. 
 

Schwartz advised that the park plan would be a selling point for the downtown and the village 

would be prepared when opportunities arose. The plan could be revised in many ways.  
 

Palmer stated the plan is in phases and depends on what can be afforded. 
 

Liz Montpetit stated “Rivers and Roads” surveyed and met with business owners. Strengths and 

weaknesses were explored. There was an expert review. Green spaces, parks and trails have been 

proven to help the downtown. Osceola is an example. There were multiple outlets for input and it 

was a long process.  
 

Palmer advised a marketing firm was hired to interview school and community members and 

used many resources. 
 

Ray Smith questioned why a different park was not chosen. Gunther advised that neighborhood 

parks would not accommodate the traffic and parking requirements. This is a master plan for the 

Village Park. 
 

Elizabeth Foster questioned if traffic studies were done on the bridge. Gunther advised that the 

bridge traffic has been reduced due to the bypass. The bridge is inspected every two years. Foster 

questioned costs and what the impact would be on taxes and that park improvements would not 

be her first priority. Gunther advised that taxes would not be raised due to debt. There are 

funding mechanisms to explore. 
 

Dave Bracht asked the committee to consider keeping the ballfield at Village park. The proposed 

bandshell would be often empty but there are ball games every night. Parnell stated they were 

open to suggestions. The survey showed over 50% of those responding either didn’t care or 

would relocate the ball fields. Travis Belisle stated he drives by the New Richmond ballfields 

and they are full all the time. Moving the ballfields would be a mistake. Palmer questioned if it 

was more important that the ballfields stay where they were or if they could be re-located. Bracht 

stated that keeping the current location was important. 
 

Colleen Bighley stated there were not many parks for older children and did not want the ball 

fields moved. 
 

Paul Garrity asked why everyone was not surveyed and why something was not mailed to village 

residents. Gunther advised it was due to mailing expenses. Garrity would like surveys mailed. 
 

Palmer thanked those attending the meeting and closed the discussion. 
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2021 DNR Authorization (Clean Water Fund/Safe Drinking Water Loan):  Schwartz advised that 

this gives MSA permission to apply for grants on the village’s behalf until approval is rescinded. 

Motion by Palmer, second by Parnell to recommend to the Village Board authorizing MSA 

Professionals to apply and have Village President sign the form and motion carried.   
 

Street Use Permit – Apple Splash: Kym Dunleap advised the event will occur on September 21st. 

This year there will only be a 5K. The course has been changed to go into Village Park. Motion 

by Parnell, second by Chandler to recommend to the Village Board approval of the Street Use 

Permit for Apple Splash and motion carried. 
 

Trails: Gunther provided a high priority list of trails. The sidewalk on Evergreen Drive is the 

focus. Gunther has talked to property owners. This would be an option for a grant. The grant 

minimum is $250,000 with the village being responsible for 10%. The trail on La Grandeur is 

also a priority. Walking trails scored high in the CORP (Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation 

Plan). There are more sidewalks in the new developments. Trails will be a focus. 
 

Street Use permit – Somerset School District: Gunther advised that this is the same route as last 

year. The police department will handle traffic. Kelly Emerson stated this is an annual parade. 

This year it will occur at 1:00 on Friday October 4th and will include floats. This is the fourth 

year of the event. Motion by Chandler, second by Parnell to recommend to the Village Board 

approval of the Street Use Permit for The Somerset School District and motion carried, 
 

Department Report  

An update memo was included in the packet and reviewed by the committee. Gunther advised 

that they will be mud-jacking the sidewalks on Main Street. The sidewalk sunk which created a 

trip hazard.   
 

2019 Budget Reports: The budgets were reviewed. 
 

Public Works, Water, Sewer and Parks Bills 

The committee reviewed the bills. Motion by Palmer, second by Parnell to recommend to the 

Village Board approval of the Public Works, Water, Sewer and Parks bills and motion carried.   
 

Adjourn 

Motion by Chandler, second by Parnell to adjourn and the Public Works committee adjourned 

6:39. 

 


